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Mana Sultan (1953-2008) was one of the daughters of
the last sultan of Merka, Abdurahman, a legendary
figure with about 400 wives, according to rumours, and
an enlightened man who freed his Bantu slaves and
educated his children. A daughter of his first wife, Mana
was also a political referee, working to build up a
dialogue among the warring factions, in particular
between the government and the Islamic Courts. During
the Nairobi Conference in 2004, she had even
succeeded in obtaining that 12% of the representatives
in the provisional Parliament were women.
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Mana was the soul behind Ayuub, a refugee
village near Merka. Helped by a Catholic NGO,
Water For Life, Ayuub had grown into a
community of about 600 people, with more than
30 schools linked to it, and promoting rural
development projects all over the area of the
Lower Shebelli river. From 1996 to 2008 Mana
also dedicated her efforts to the campaign
against FGM in the area of Merka.
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